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Familiarly known as Dr. Richards, was an Elder of the Church. All he knew of 


one of the 


und sustained as Second 


President Brigham Young, which i- 


tion he occupied until his death in 1854. 


He was born at Hopkinston, Middlesex 


county, Massachusetts, 
June 24, 1 and was 
the son of Joseph and 
Rhoda Richards—his pro- 
genitors being among the 
early settlers of New 
England. His rents 
were religious and early 
impressed their children 
with religious sentiments. 
At the age of 17 he of- 
fered himself for member- 
ship in the Congregational] 
church, he having passed 
the ordeal of conversion. 
For some cause his appli- 
cation was disregarded, 
and this led him to scru- 
tinize more thoroughly the 
tenets of their faith, and 
in fact those of modern 
“Christianity” as a whole. 
The result of his re- 
searches wag a most pro- 
found and emphatic con- 
viction that no sectarian 
church possessed more 
than mere fragments of 
Gospel truth, and were 
destitute of all authority 
to administer the ordl- 
nances of the Gospel. 


With this conviction 
came also the strong pro- 
pai impression that the 

ord would in the near 
future restore the Gospel 
and establish His church 
3 the earth by revela- 
ion. With such convic- 
tions from this time on 
Willard Richards held 
himself aloof from all sec- 
tarian churches. If any- | 
one asked why, he freely told them his 
impressions and belief, regardless of the 
popular sentiment against such views. 


He learned the Thompsonian system of 
medicine and was practicing his profes- 
sion near the city of Boston when, in 
1835, he providentially found at the home 
of his cousin, Lucy Parker, a copy of 
the Book of Mormon left there by his 
cousin, Elder Brigham Young. Before 
this he had never seen a publication nor 


Twelve Apostles from April | 


14, 1840, to 1847, when he was chosen 
Counselor to the statement: That some boy named 


the Mormons was from scurrilous news- 
paper reports which simply amounted to 


Smith out west had found a golden Bi- 
ble.“ When Dr. Richards opened the 
Book of Mormon regardless of page or 


APOSTLE WILLARD RICHARDS. 


282 and knowing nothing of its 
claims, he had read but half a page wh 

he exclaimed: God or the devil has Had 
a hand in that book, for man never wrote 
it.“ In about two weeks he read the 
book through twice, and arose from its 
perusal a witness of the promise that 
whosoever will read the Book of Mormon 
with a prayerful, honest heart shall re- 
ceive a conviction of its truth. Thor- 
oughly satisfied that the record was Di- 


SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF APOSTLE WILLARD RICHARDS. 


vine, he at once commenced selling his 
stock of medicine and settling his busi- 
ness that he might repair to Kirtland, O., 
for a more complete investigation of the 
Church and its doctrines. hen he de- 
termined to investigate the truth, he 
was stricken palsy and suffered 
from this malady during 
the remainder of his life. 
On account of this sick- 
ness his journey to Kirt- 
land was deferred until 
October, 1836. His broth- 
er, Dr. Levi Richards, 
went with him and at- 
tended him as physician. 
Upon their arrival in 
Kirtland they were most 
cordially received and 


Brigham Young, and on 
31. 5, Elder 
e, baptized his 
cousin, Dr. Willard Rich- 
ards. He at once cast 
his lot and all his inter- 
ests with the Saints of 
God. 


March 6, 1837, he was 
ordained an Elder by 
Alva Becman, and in a 
few days was off on a 
mission to the New Eng- 
land states, from which 
he returned June 11. He 
was not to be idle nor to 
be occupied with worldly 
matters. God ordained 
Willard Richards to a 
higher purpose. The next 
day following his return 
from his first mission, he 
was blessed and set apart 
by the Prophet of the 
Lord, to go with Heber 
C. Kimba and assist in 
the introduction of the 
Gospel to the nations of 
Europe. Landing in Great 
Britain, they soon estab- 
lished the Church in Pres- 
ton, when Elder Richards was assigned 
to Bedford and vicinity, where he la- 
bored with much success. 


He returned to Preston, ‘and was there - 
ordained in conference, April 1, 1838, a 


High Priest. 7 ig the return of * 4 
tles Kimball and Hyde to America, Bro. 
Richards was appointed First Counselor 
to J h Fielding in the Presidency of 
the British mission. While in England 
President Kimball baptized a lady named 


eared for by their cousin. 
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Jennietta Richards. The day of her ba 

tism Elder Kimball to 
Richards, sa ing: “Willard, I baptized 
your wfe today.’ Wthout any effort to 
fulfill the sg „ Elder Richards be- 
came attached to chis noble lady and she 
was married to him Sept. 24, 1838. In 
he labored successfully in Man- 


chester, Bolton, Preston and several 


other places. July 8, 1888, he was called 
by revelation to be one of the Twelve 
Apostles. To this ogg Office and calling 
he was ordained in England April 14, 
1840, the first and only Apostle of this 
dispensation as yet ordained in a foreign 


nd. 

When the Millennial Star was estab- 
lished he, la as assistant editor to 
Parley P. Pratt, and ormed other 
general duties incidental to the Presi- 
dency of the mission. From Preston 
he moved his family to Manchester in 
February, 1841, and April, the same 
year, returned with others of the Twelve 
to the body of the Church to Nauvoo, 
III., where they arrived Aug. 16, 1841. 
Bro. Richards, agreeable to counsel, lo- 
cated for the time in Warsaw, a few 
miles from Nauvoo. This was a bitter 
anti-Mormon city, in which was con- 
ducted a scurrilous sheet known as the 
Warsaw Signal. 

Oct. 30, Apostle Richards was elected 
a member of the Nauvoo city council and 
removed to Nauvoo in December, 1841. 


Dec. 13 he was appointed Recorder for 


the Temple, private secretary to Joseph 
the Prophet and general Church clerk. 
Each position he filled with marked abil- 
ity and credit to the cause. 

From this time forth until the martyr- 
dom of the Prophet he was with Joseph, 
keeping his private journal and record- 
ing all important events in Church his- 
tory. Just before the awful ery at 

em 


Oarthage he entered an important 


in the Prophet’s journal. When the mar- 
tyrdom of J h and Hyrum Smith oc- 
curred Willard Richards, with Apostle 
John Taylor, were in prison with the 
Prophet and Patriarch as their bosom 
friends. When the assault was made 
upon the jail by the infuriated mobo- 
crats, Elders Taylor and Richards stood 
at the door parrying off the intruding 
guns with their pt egy sticks. When 
Joseph fell from the window, and was 
being slain by his enemies, Apostle Rich- 
ards rushed to the window in the face 
of the muskets on the outside and se- 
cured a glimpse of his dying friend and 


inspired leader. There he stood, with in-] pa 


tent look, gazing upon the Holy Prophet 
of God until he felt assured that the 
noble spirit had taken its flight. He then 
carried the wounded body of his fellow- 
Apostle. John Taylor, into a room of the 
ja Il, and there remained until the mob 
vad _ fled, from the scene. 
Elder Richards esca without so much 
as a “hole in his robe.” President Tay- 
lor was seriously wounded with four 


balls. All the Twelve but these two. 


were in the east. 

Elder Taylor being wounded, this left 
the burden of responsibility to counsel 
and direct, for the time being, the Saints. 
in their terrible troubles, upon Willard 
Richards. But God qualified him for 
the task, and his wise letters of advice 
and personal counsel to the Saints proved 
him to be a man of strength and in- 
spired capacity. His letters of advice 
were timely and indicated under all these 
trials that he was possessed of great 
self-command and deliberate judgment. 
He passed through the trials of the exo- 
dus from Nauvoo, was with the Saints 
in that trying period, and when the pio- 
neer company was made up in the spring 
of 1847, Willard Richards was among 
that honored number. During all these 
vicissitudes he was the Church historian 


and kept an accurate history of the pass- 


ing events. He returned to winter quar- 
ters to assist in caring for mee Recent 
ing the Saints for emigration. ile at 
Winter Quarters he was chosen and sus- 
tained as Second Counselor to President 
Brigham Young in the Presidency of 
the Church. On his return to Salt e 
Valley he had charge of a large com- 


— 


— 


ceived plan he prepared a large fire for 


any of Saints who reached the valle 
In the fall of 1848. He was active i 
all matters respecting the growth and de- 
velopment of the Saints. In a civil ca- 
pacity, he was secretary of the provi- 
sional state of Deseret. Subsequently he 
did most of the work of secretary of the 
territory of Utah and presided over the 
legislative council of Utah for a number 
of years. For several years he was post- 
master of Salt. Lake City, where he pos- 
sessed the full confidence of the postmas- 
ter general in matters rtaining to 
postal affairs throughout the inter-moyn. 
tain territories. Relating to the gather- 
ing of the Saints, President Richards was 
a faithful worker in the P. E. Fund com- 
pany, whose mission succeeded in the- 
emigration of many thousands. ; 

e was also the editor of the Deseret 
News, General Historian and Church 
Recorder. He was eminently fitted for 
these various responsibilities, for he was 
a gifted man, though modest and unas- 
suming. His rare soundness of judgment 
and tenacious memory were very marked. 
The confidence of the Church in him was 
well expressed in the numerous otuces 
and positions of responsibility which he 
held at the time of his decease. Whether 
in ecclesiastical or civil office, he honored 
his calling and served with credit to him- 
self and all concerned. In the First 
Presideney he shed rays of light and 
consolation by wise counsel and kind en- 
couragement administered to the Saints. 
His love for the Truth grew and in. 
creased by obedience to the laws of God 
as the years rolled by. He was a com- 
petent man, in several branches of edu- 
cation, and indeed was better: qualified 
for the God-given responsibilities which 
he carried than he himself knew. 

On great occasions his choice attain- 
ments, quickened by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, made him master of the 
situation. Tens of thousands loved 
Apostle Richards and from his inspired 
teachings and counsels drew comfort and 
consolation. He was reserved in his man- 
ner, calm and even-tempered, and a man 
of original and. independent . thought. 
From the ti. be he commenced his inves- 
tigation of the Book of Mormon until 
his decease, he suffered more or less from 

Isy. He died at his home in Salt Lake 
City March 11, 1854, marae a large fam- 
ily, a numerous host of friends and the 
thousands of Latter-day Saints to feel 
the loss of his departure. He was beloved 
and esteemed by all who knew him and 
ssed to the great beyond a witness 
for God with the full assurance of a glo- 
rious resurrection. 


His Fire Was a Converter. 


Brother James A. Smith, a local Elder, 
residing at Seneca, S. C., writes of an in- 
teresting incident which took place in 
Oconee county, South Carolina, some few 
months ago. There was a certain man 
living at Fort Madison who purchased 
some books from the Elders, and began. 
to dilligently study the subject of. Mor- 
monism. He could find no fault with 
the books, but began to see that some- 
thing was wrong with the different de- 
nominations, and that authority from 
God was not to be found in any of the 
Christian sets, so-called. Fearful lest 
the reading of the books would convert 
him, he decided to burn them, and dis- 
miss the subject of Mormonism from his 
mind; so in accordance with a precon- 


the purpose of destroying the books. The 
fire was ablaze when he gathered the 
literature and cast it therein, saying, 
“Farewell to the Mormon doctrine.” It 
was only a few moments before all that 
was left of the good books was a little 
pile of ashes. 

Thinking all was over, the good brother 
went about his work, but there was a 
something attendant with him that 


seemed to ear. “You have done wrong,” 


and he began to seriously reflect upon 
the foolishness of his act in burning the 
books, and to ask himself, Suppose they 
do contain the fullness of the everlasting 
* I before the 

rone of . in the great judgement 
day? What will the Lord require of me 
for burning those books? It seemed as 
though all the answer he could get to 
these inward ‘interrogations was an im- 
pression that he should repent and be 
baptized, so he decided to follow the 
promptings of the good spirit, and imme- 
diately sent to Chattanooga for Elders 
to come and attend to this initiatory ordi- 
nance. Word was sent to President 
George A. Day, of the South Carolina 
Conference, ‘of the man’s request, and 
he assigned Elders R. H. Cleveland and 
James A. Smith (loca! Elders) to go and 
comply with the converted man’s desire. 
These brethren went to Fort Madison 
and baptized into the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints; thus we 
see that his fire was the means of ac- 
complishing the necessary work of 
causing his conversion. 


Mormon Murdered in Cold Blood. 
Deseret Evening News, Sept. 24. 

The News this morning received the 
following letter from Elder Joseph Hub- 
bard, written from Charleston, W. Va., 
under date of the 17th inst.: 

“A member of the Church has been 
shot down and murdered in cold blood. 
The victim is John Dempsey, of Eugene, 
W. Va. His slayer was Thomas Clark, 
a Campbellite preacher, who was his near- 
est neighbor. 

“Dempsey was known as a peaceable 
citizen, and was widely respected. He 
was in every way trying to live the life 
of a true follower of Christ, and was in 
the strict discharge of duty when he met 
his fate. The school house had been or- 
dered closed by the school board, and 
Dempsey was the man chosen to close ii. 
The decision did not meet with the ap- | 
proval of Clark and, being filled with 
intense hatred toward the “Mormons” and 
toward Dempsey, in particular, he 
watched his chance from a hiding place 
by the roadside, and as Dempsey passed 
he poured the contents of a double-bar 
reled shotgun into his body. , 

“Having accomplished the murderous 
deed, for which he had made premeditated 


preparations, ark ran to hig home, 
_knelt down and prayed and then fled to 


the woods, where he has been in hiding 
ever since. The Dempsey family has the 
sympathy of the community, and efforts 
are being made to bring the murderer to 
justice. 

“Clark’s dislike for everything ‘Mor- 
mon’ has been most intense, and recently 
he was known to remark that if ‘Mor. 
mon’ Elders were treated as they should 
be, they would be ridden on rails out of 
the country. But it seems that he had 
in ‘heart a still worse feeling—one that 
caused him to dip his hands in human 
blood. He is one of the ministers who 
has been persecuting the ‘Mermon’ El- 
ders, and saying all manner of evil against 
them falsely. It is to be hoped that this 
alleged minister of the Gospel of Christ 
will be run down and caught, and that 
law and order will be permitted to take 
their proper course. 

“Mr. Dempsey leaves a grief - stricken 
wife and five children, one of them being 
a babe but a week old at the time the 
murder was committed. He was on the 
way to get the doctor for his wife at the 
time he was shot, and only stopped at the 
3 house for a moment to close the 

oor.“ 
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RICH WITHOUT MONEY. — 


I ought not to h 
has 


allow any man, because he 

to feel that he is rich in 
my presence. t to make him feel that 
1 can do without — that 1 cunnot 
be bought—nelther. by comfort, neither by 
pride—and, although I be utterly nniless, 
und receiving bread from him, that he is 
the poor man beside me.-—Emerson. 


The habit of measuring everything by 
the yardstick of wealth or fame has be- 
come so fixed with Americans as to be 


considered a national trait, and it is dif-. 


ficult for the majority of us to think of 
a man as successful who ignores wealth 
or feels that there is something worth 


struggling for of infinitely greater value | 


than money. 

We all admit that there should be 
something in a man’s life greater than 
his occupation or achievement. But with 
most of us is but a pleasant theory. 
for in the struggle for position, power or 
wealth, we fail to actualize it in daily 
life. And yet, no matter how we may 

lull our consciences, the at truth, that 
| supreme object of life, whatever his 
vocation, should be to raise the man to 
his highest power, to develop him along 


the line of his noblest nature, remains | 


undisputed. 

It is one thing to succeed in business 
according to the ordinary acceptation; 
it is another Egy a totally different thing 
to su 
failed in business and yet lived a truly 
successful life, because he has lived up 
to his highest ideal. The man who does 
the very best he can under all circum- 
stances, who makes the most of his abil- 
ity and opportunities, who helps his fel- 
low-man whenever it is in his power to 
do so, who gives the of himself to 
every occasion, who is loyal and true in 
his friendships, kindly, charitable, and 
magnanimous toward all, is a successful 
man, though he may not leave enough 
money to pay his funeral expenses. 

A noble character cannot be develo 
under the shadow of a low, sordid aim. 
The ideal must be high; the 2 
8 worthy and true; or the life will 
be a failure. The man who is constantly 
scheming and planning to get the better 
of his neighbor, to drive a bargain in 
which the advantage will all be on his 
side, can never attaiu the dignity and 
grandeur of true manhood. 

He is really the richest, the most suc- 
cessful, who enriches his country the 
most, who gives himself with his money, 
who opens.wider the door of opportunity 
to those about him, whose beneficence 
and kindness enrich his neighbors. Such 
a man makes every acre of ground in 
his community more valuable, and in- 
creases the wealth of every man who 
lives near him. On the other hand, 
— a millionaire impoverishes his 
whole neighborhood and lessens the valne 
of eve oot of land in his vicinity. | 

He who regards manhood and character 
as.the supreme objects of life may not be 
rich in money, but he is rich in a truer 
and better sense; for manhood is above 
all riches and overtops all title, and 
character is greater than any career. 

Refreshing as an oasis or a gushing 
fountain in a dreary desert, is the sight 
of a man in this money-mad age for 
whom the glitter of gold has no attrac- 
tion. Such a one is John ag ot that 
great soul who lives near the heart of 
nature, who draws 
strength from communion with her, 
whose daily life is rich beyond the wild- 
est dream of the millionaire. 

Mr. Burroughs believes that a man is 
a failure, even though he have millions, 
whose mind has been trained in mere 

shre in alertness to take advan- 
tage of his competitor’s weakness, to get 
ahead of others, to be sharp, eagle-eyed 

for the weak place in a rival’s armor. 
He sees no success in using as stepping- 
stones to elevation those unfortunates 


who have fallen behind in the race. He 


thinks that the only success worth striv- 
ing for is that which comes from the 
consciousness of growing higher and 


life. Many a man bas 


sweetness and 


i 
‘ 


| 


broader and deeper in mental and moral 


power every day, from the daily expand- 
ing and unfolding of the faculties which 
permit: the leaven of truth to permeate 
the whole being. 

The great naturalist feels that many & 
man dwarfs his manhood, cramps his 
tellect, crushes his aspiration and blurs 
his finer sensibilities in some narrow 0oc- 
cupation, because, perchance, there may 
be a fortune in it. He thinks that a 
hod-carrier may be infinitely superior to 
the millionaire under whose bricks he 
staggers; that it is a contemptible esti- 
mate of a vocation to look on it as a 
mere means of getting rich; that, if it 
does not develop the higher manhood and 
lead to a larger, nobler life, it is un- 
worthy of the man. 

This nature lover believes that the 
beauty and the sweetness of life are lost. 
to the great majority of people who are 
infatuated with the glamour of money. 
He has so trained his eye by close obser- 
vation of the processes of nature that it 
is a perpetual magnifying glass, reveal- 
ing beauties invisible to the uncultivated 
x His simple life of high thinking, 
38 living and careful study, opens to 
im a thousand new avenues of enjoy- 


ment, undreamed of by those who are 


engaged in the pursuit of wealth. 

Here is a man who sees beauty and 
true riches everywhere; who is not blind- 
ed by the glitter of gold; who “werships 


the splendor of God which he sees burst- 


* 
— 


ing through every chink and cranny.” 

Like Thoreau, Phillips Brooks, Agassiz 
and Beecher, he sees beauty in the flower, 
glory in the grass, “books in the running 
brooks, sermons in stones, and good in 
everything.” 

Tn the quict forest, beyond the reach 
of the city’s din or any artificial noises 
except the distant screech of the locomo- 
tive, this high priest of nature holds 
daily heart-to-heart talks with the great 
goddess at whose shrine he reverently 
worships.—Success. 

Greatness does not consist of much talk- 
ing; doing counts. 

Do little 3 now; so shall big thin 
come to thee, by and by, asking to 


ne. 
Don't let your heart grow cold, and you 


shall carry youth with you into the teens 


of your second century.“ 
Live in the Kingdom of Hope. 


Life is a struggle, a school, a test of 
fitness; no struggle, no school; no school, 
no fitness; no fitness, no future, either in 
this world or in any that may follow. 
If a man keeps steadily in view, no mat- 
ter what discouragements, what hin- 
drances may bar his way, the end he had 
in view in his creation, sooner or later 
his time will come To be prepared, to 
be honest, to be true,—this is to merit 
success; and, when really and truly mer- 
ited, it is given. 

Let no man despair because of the 
gpa frown of his neighbor. If he 

as within the witness of his own spirit, 
let him believe in himself and live. For, 
if he accepts the judgment of those who 
enter into competition with him, he is 
condemned already. They will damn him 
with faint praise, or, perchance, if more 
honest, give him the coup de grace at 
once and forever. No man of mark has 
ever vet accepted as final the judgment 
of other men regarding himself. Of 
some 8 work of his he may, and 
often will, do well to heed the opinion 
of the world; but in himself he will keep 
his faith to the end, sure that somehow, 
somewhere, the brightest visions of his 
vouth * yet come true. He must live 
in the Kingdom of Hope. The very air 
of that land is inspiring. All truly great 


men havesbreathed it. But if one at- 


tempts to follow their example, let him 


* 


be sure of himself — this, first of all. Let 
him not accept the honeyed words of 
friends and relatives, who may possibl 
regard him as very near perfection al- 
ping No loyal wife or doting mother 
can trusted here. We must know our- 
selves, as we are.—John Rogers, Gov- 
ernor of Washington, in Success. 


Right makes might.—Lincoln’s motto. 


Scatter seeds of sunshine; the world is 


better for a smile. 


The Habit of Skimming. 


A teacher in the highest moire of the 
grammar schools in New York tells us 
that 50 per cent. of the pupils who come 
to him from the lower grades do not 
end their sentences with periods, or be- 
gin them with capitals. 5 

The papers of students taking the en- 
trance examinations to even the best col- 
leges of this coun show incredible 
blunders in spelling, grammar and other 
elementary branches.. The name Cyrus, 
for instance, was spelled in more than 
twenty different ways * students com- 
peting for entrance to Harvard college 
in one year. 

“The manager of an immense busi- 
ness, says a writer in the Youth’s Com- 
82800 ‘“declares that it costs his house 
25, a year to correct errors in in- 
voices and other papers—mistakes due to 
poor writing and poor English.” 


If it costs so much to correct the avoid- 


able blunders of one house, think what 


the aggregate cost of blundering and 
bungling of the business establishments 
of the whole country must amount to! 


The habit of skimming, of doing things 
in a careless, superficial manner, is one 
of the greatest stumbling-blocks to suc- 
cess, and it is a habit to which young 
Americans are especially prone. In the 
hurry to rush ahead and achieve in 
one year or two what it has taken others, 
perhaps with more ability and more 
power, years and years of patient toil 
and waiting to accomplish, they commit 
blunders and fall into errors which re- 
tard, and, perhaps, indefinitely postpone 
their advancement.—Success. 


“on that you do, do with your might; 


8 by halves are never done. 


Character must stand behind and back 
sermon, the poem, the 
v 


ure, the play. None of th 
THE DEAD. 


Miss Mary E. Gill, of Springvale, 
Hamblin county, Tenn., departed this 
life July 8th, 1900. She was born on 
Feb. 19th, 1858, and was baptized Oct. 
23d, 1895, by Elders J. R. Halliday and 
R. R. Judd, and lived a faithful Latter- 
day Saint. She leaves an aged father 
and mother to mourn her loss. 


An Interesting Letter. 
Water Valley, Miss., June 25, 1900. 
President Ben E. Rich. 

Dear Brother—Allow me a small space 
in your valuable paper in which to bear 
my testimony to the truthfulness of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ as taught by the 
Elders of the Latter-day Saints. 

I had been thirsting after righteous- 
ness for some time. I was not satisfied 
with the doctrine taught by the so-called 
ministers of Christianity of this land. 
My wants were never satisfied until I 
heard Elders Bigelow and Kempton. I 
know the Gospel they taught emanated 
from God, and was the path marked out 
by our blessed Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. I realized they were ordained 
of Jesus Christ to officiate in the ordi- 
nance of the Gospel. Therefore I freely 
accepted their message, and on Dec. 18th. 
1898, I, like the people on the day of 
Pentecost, entered the water of baptism 
that my sins might be washed away; 
that I might walk in the newness of life. 

Since that day I have had a contented 
mind. I have seen the power of God 
manifested many times. 
Joseph Smith was a Prophet of God, 
and hope my testimony may be strength- 
ened, that I may grow in grace and re- 
main faithful to the end. Your brother 
in the Gospel. A. J. Wrenn. 


Influence is not government.“ 


I know that . 


‘ 

| 
| 
‘ 
| 
1 .—— 


THE SOUTHERN STAR. 


Published Wooly by Seathore Mission Eboreh 
| of Letter Dey Seiste, 
Chettencege, Tena. 


(Peryeer. . 

Terms of Sh mesths . 

(Ia Advence) Three months 
Single Copies, 5 Coats. 


Subscribers from one place to another, 
and 


— 


8 


1 
ah 


Another Portland train. Two 
daily. Effective April 22, the Union Pa- 
cific, Oregon Short Line and Chicago 
Railroad and Navigation company will 
— in service an additional Portland 

This train, The Pacific Express,” will 
leave Kansas Oity 7 Only 
three days on the road. 

ui with Palace Sleepers. Free 
eclining Chair Cars, 9 Sl 
Car, Dining Car Service (to Granger). 

The time of the present Portland train, 
The Overland Limited,” leaving Kansas 
rien’ 6:40 p. m., will be redu 2 hours 
und 45 minutes between Granger and 
Portland. 

Rist pod 69 hours Kansas City to Port- 

Palace Sleeping Cars, Dining Car Ser- 
vice, Buffet Cars Chair Cars. 

For time tables, folders, illustrated 
books, pamphlets descriptive of the ter- 
ritory traversed, address J. F. r, 
general agent, St. Louis, Mo. 


| Biogenesis, says: 


later it will win the day. 


 PRE-EXISTENCE. 


Sir Henry Drummond, speaking on 
For two hundred 
years the scientific world has been rent 
with discussions upon the origin of life. 


Two great schools have defended exactly | 


opposite views—one that matter can 
spontaneously generate life, 
that life can only come from pre-exist- 
ing life.” The advocates of the former 
doctrine, that life can be generated 
spontaneously, have been forced to aban- 
don their views, for it has been proven 
by demonstration and test that life is 
not capable of springing into being of 
itself; it must have an antecedent. 

While science has awakened the world 
to a realization of these facts, revelation 


has not been silent, but her voice is also 


heard declaring in corroborative language 
the selfsame assertions as those discov- 
ered by scientific research; indeed we 
may go farther, and show that while 
philosophic giants were wrestling with 
t.is subject of the origin of life, the 
word of God—the Holy Bible—laid bare 
the facts in the case, and to these Bibli- 
cal statements, science has been forced 
to bow in acquiescence. 5 

Tne beauty and worth of truth is that 
it never changes, and that sooner or 
Now here was 
a grand truth, plainly declared by God 
to His ancient servants, the Prophets, 
and within the reach and study of all 
for hundreds of years. It was not ac- 
cepted by the world for a long season; 
on the contrary it was vigorously op- 


posed on every hand, and the limited few 


wno dared to even intimate of its possi- 
bility were accounted fanatics, and 
branded as fools, knaves, and impostors. 
Bye and bye the field of scientific knowl- 
edge began to deepen, widen, and broad- 
en. Liberty and freedom to express 
opinions were granted, and the intellec- 
tual mind of man began to solve some 
very startling problems. 
many solutions of what seemed hereto- 
.ore insolvable, came the proof and dem- 
onstration of the doctrine called in 
science—Biogenesis; that is, that life 
can only come from the touch of life. 

‘Experiments have proven the doctrine 
oi: Biogenesis to be a scientific fact, on 
this wise; glass vessels were three parts 
filled with infusions of hay or any or- 
ganic matter. They were then boiled 
to kill all germs of life, and hermetically 
sealed to exclude the outer air, with a 
precaution to insure absolute sterility, 


suggested by the most recent science dis- 


covered by Professor Tyndall. The ex- 
periment was manipulated in an atmos- 
paere which under the high test of opti- 
cal purity—the most delicate known test 
—was absolutely germless. Here not a 
vestige of life appeared—the matter in 
the germless air never yielding life. Now 
if this be true in the lower and simpler 
forms of life, is it not also self-evident 


that such will be verily true in the higher 


and more complex forms? Yes, it is 
true of all life; whether it be generated 


ng | in the one-celled Amoeba, or in the mul- 


tiplicity of cells which constitute the hu- 
man organism. 

These experiments have virtually solved 
the problem, and practically closed the 
question, so far as the surface is con- 
cerned; that which can be traced by the 
aid of the microscope, or dissected by the 
application of the scalpel, has brought 
about this one acceptable, logical conclu- 
sion, that life can only come from the 
touch of life. Professor Tyndall rather 
reluctantly, but. truthfully . asserts: ‘“T 
affirm thtat no shred of trustworthy ex- 


perimental testimony 


the other 


Among the 


body and sonl in hell.“ 


cannot prove by demonstration: 
which is beyond the bounds of its com- 


grosser matter, revelation gives us a 
testimony of the finer: that which is be- 
yond the ken of mortal man, the spirit. 
We have said, heretofore, that the 
Holy Bible, that wonderful “Book of 
Books,” gave evidence upon its sacred 
pages, of the great truths which science 
has recently discovered. Let us proceed 
to the facts. Ecclesiastes, the wise man, 
sayeth, “There is no new thing under 
the sun,” and science affirms -that all 
things have had a pre-existence in some 
state or other. Newton did not make the 
law of gravitation, he simply discovered 
its existence and power; as also Benja- 
min Franklin with his kite exploits dis- 
covered that electricity was but a dis- 
charge of lightning. Science does not 


‘create or make anything, she simply ex- 
plores the realms, unites the varied dis- 


coveries made, and brings to pass the 
wonderful results which puzzle the mind 
of man to comprehend. Now it is a self- 
evident fact that that which is con- 
structed by man can also be controlled 
by man. That which the mortal has 
power to bring into existence, and to, 
cause to live, he can Also destroy and 
cause to die. 

When our Father placed our first par- 
ents, Adam and Eve, in the Garden of 
Eden, they were immortal souls, not 
subject unto. the pangs of death: The 
law of God unto them was, “Of every 
tree in the garden thou mayest ‘freely 
eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, thou shalt not eat; for in 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die.“ From this it is plain 
that they were immortal, or why the 
penalty of death to follow as an infliction 
for the violation of the law, if they were 
not immortal? They fell, and became 
mortal, subject unto death with all its 
woes and misery, and their offspring as 
a natural consequence became mortal 
also. Cain, the first murderer, rose up 
and slew his brother, when the Lord 
said. What hast thou done? The voice 
of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me 
from the ground.” The bodies of those 
two sons—Cain and Abel—came into ex- 
istence by virtue of the conjugal rela- 
tionship of their parentse—Adam and 
Eve—therefore man had power to de- 
stroy these bodies, seeing they were the 
workmanship of mortal man. But there 
was a something connected with that 


‘body that Cain did not kill, for God said. 


‘The voice of thy brother’s blood crieth 
unto me,” ete. Then this voice“ came 
from a higher source, inasmuch as it was 
beyond the power of man to destroy it. 
Man may slay his fellow- man, or destroy 
his own body by self- murder, but he can- 
not kill the spirit; herein we perceive the 
truthfulness of that Scripture. which 
sayeth, “There is no man that hath pow- 
8:9) and why, the 
es. 8:8) and why. use the spirit 
is the “offspring of God, and is many 
years older than the mortal tabernacle. 
He who gave that spirit has power to 
destroy it, and He alone. Jesus said, 
“Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but rather 
fear Him which is able to destroy both 
(Matt. 10:28.) 
That which science cannot handle it 


356 — EE 
ute in our day has ever appeared inde- 
| pendently of antecedent life,” and the 
| learned Thomas Huxley states in very 
„ 8 a positive terms that the doctrine of Bio- 
5 Foe Nei. genesis, or life only from life, is “victo- 
rious along the whole line of the present 
| day.” Now while science deals with. the. 
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rious, undefinable, incomprehensibl The 


spirit of man cannot be bared the 
scalpel, or mounted for the lens, hence 
it is beyond the conception of the sci- 
entist, and science must therefore re- 
main silent, while revelation speaks and 
makes known the facts as regards its 
present and pre-existent state. To the 
Prophet Jeremiah the Lord said, Before 
I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; 
and before thou camest forth out of the 
womb I sanctified thee; and I ordained 
thee a Prophet unto the nations.” (Jer. 


1:5.) Let science learn her lesson con- 


e the spirit at the shrine of reve- 
The Lord knew Jeremiah before 
t was incased in a 
ew his faithfulness, his 
fidelity, his and worth, and or- 
dained him a Prophet unto the na- 
tions.“ Jeremiah then had an existence 
before his mortal probation, for God 
said, I knew . The patient Job 
was also made the recipient of divine 
communication, for unto him the Lord 


Nh “Gird up now thy lions like a man; 


or 1 will demand of thee, and answer 
me, Where was thou when I laid 


the foundations of the earth? declare 1 


thou hast understanding 


When the morn stars sang 3 
and all the sons ing God shouted for joy? 


(Job 88:8, 7%.) Job evidently had an ex- 


istence, or why would the Lord say, 


“Where wast thou?“ What need was 
there for this interrogation if his primal 
existence, both body 
menced with his inception into mortal- 


rath None whatever! It would be 
‘foolish rd question 


66 
foolish qu uestions,” (II . 2:23), 
and surely He would not condemn them, 


and at the same time indulge therein 
Himself. No, we cannot believe this, 
but we do believe that Job was there 
with his Father when the ,“foundations 
of the earth were laid,“ for we read that 


“all the sons of God shouted for joy.” } 


Not a few, but all, says the good word. 
John the Revelator, and called also 


“the beloved Apostle of the Lamb,” in 
vision upon the Lord's day, tells us that 


“There was war in heaven; Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon; 
and the dragon fought and his angels, 
and prevailed not; neither was their 
place found any more in heaven.” (Rev. 
12:7, 8.) Here we have an account of 
a war which took place in heaven; that 


the dragon and his angels were over- 


come and cast out from the presence of 
God. The Apostle Jude speaks of the 
same occasion and says, “The angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left 
their own habitation, He hath reserved 
in everlasting chains, under darkness. 
unto judgment of the great day.” (Jude 
6), and Peter had reference to that war 
in heaven when he wrote, “For if God 


‘spared not the angels that sinned, but 


cast them down to hell.” (II Peter, 
2:4.) Then the angels who kept not their 


first estate were cast out. This is evi- 


dent, but the question now is: What hap- 


' pened to those who did keep their first 


estate, who fought for righteousness un- 


der the banner of Michael, when the 


proud, haughty, Lucifer and his rebel- 


lious hosts were overthrown? John in- 


forms us that tois dragon drew with him 
a “third part of the stars of heaven,“ 


(Rev. 12:4), and we would inquire as to 


residue, what became of them? From 


the very matter of fact that a first estate 
is mentioned, the rational mind is led to 


believe that a second estate would be 
granted unto the faitntul ones, as a re- 
ward and. a blessing for their honor of 


God, and Michael and his. archangel, in- 


and spirit, com- | 


somuch as they stood rm and true when | 
the struggle for supremacy took place. 
To keep the first estate meant to be given 
an opportunity of living in a second es- 
tate, where if the laws of God are 
obeyed, the faithful son or daughter was 
to have glory added upon them and 
raised to life everlasting at the last day. 

We have seen that there were “sons of 
God,” who “shouted for joy“ when the 
earth was formed, and these were they 
who had kept their first estate. 
shouted for joy, because they were given 


to understand that this earth was made 


as a mortal home for them, and that they 
were to come down from the home of 
their first estate—heaven—and take upon 
them a body of flesh and bones. Is it a 
great sin for us to believe that we were 
there and that we kept our first estate— 
not only those whom the world calls 
Mormons, but all people that have ever 
dwelt, or ever will dwell, as mortal 
creatures upon this earth? No, it is not 
a sin to thus believe, but an acceptance 
of a truth made known in Holy Writ. 
Our spirits existed, as intelligent and in- 
dependent entities, before the birth or 
conception of this mortal framework— 
the body. We could “shout for joy,“ 
could see, and know the plan of salva- 
tion, and understand the will of God; 
with the privilege (not right) of being in 
the front ranks of the righteous ones, or 
swelling the band of slothful, neglectful 
children. 

We see two little children, perhaps the 
offspring of a common parent. Both pos- 
sess healthy bodies, well formed, ‘and 
perfect in their anatomy. They play to- 
gether, eat at the same table, and oc- 
cupy the same little cot at night; yet one 
of these little tots is bright, keen-eyed, 
quick-witted and intelligent; while the 
other is dull and does not seem to ob- 
serve the beauty of nature, rather stupid, 
you would say, and lacking the mental 
activity and comprehension of its little 
mate! What is the cause of this appar- 
ent difference, the effects of which are 
plainly manifest in everyday life? It is 


this, that the spirit which animates the 


body of that bright little child, attained 
to an advanced degree of intellectual pro- 
gression in its first estate; while the spir- 
it of its mate was not so energetic, duti- 
ful, or valiant. Thus, as they were there, 
so are they, in a measure, here, and as 
they are here, so will they be, as justice 
determines, when they leave this stage 
of mortal probation. The intellectual 
giants of the land come ‘not about by 
e their mental energy is born in 

em, and by proper application and cul- 
tivation, it increases, develops and ma- 
tures. 

Again we observe that there are people 
born with black skins, others with yel- 
low, red, and coppered colors, while some 
have beautiful white complexions. 
Now God says, through His servant, 
Paul, that “He hath made of one blood 
all nations of men, for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth; and hath determined 
‘the times before 
bounds of their habitation.” (Acts 17:26.) 
From this we learn that even the places 
of birth and the time of incipiency hath 
been determined, and before appointed; 
this to being governed by our lives 
heretofore, the ruling being in strict ac- 
cordance with the holy laws of justice. 
Thus we see that the degree of intelli- 
gence, type of feature, color of skin, time 
of birth, and even the land of our nativ- 
ity, had been pre-determined before the 
earth was made, yea, even in our pre- 
existent life, while in our first estate. The 
question propounded to Jesus by His 

postles, anata, who did sin, this man, 


‘sinned even before bis 


They | 


appointed, and the 


it was possible for that blind 


gives bim 
acted 


which most ass 
existent in 
free 


mortal tabernacle. 


I from earth dissolves to 
And — things fly to their native 
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WM. r. DAVIS. 


In the Release“ column of last week’s 
Star will be found the name of Eider W. 
T. Davis, who for some nine months 
past has labored in the Office here. EI 
der Davis spent over twenty-seven 
months in the Mission field, and during 
that time has passed through a varied 
experience, laboring for the most part 
amid the pleasant hills of Bast Ken- 
tucky. He was ever ready to perform 
with diligence and promptness any and 
every labor required at his hands. No 
matter how busy he may have been, and 
how pressed on every hand with work 
to do, he wore a pleasant smile, and 
worked with a cheerful heart. He was 


a joy to all who really knew him, a com- 
fort to those who required help, and a a 
need. 


friend to those who stood in 
Previous to coming into the Office he 


acted as first counsellor to President D. 


A. Broadbent, and for some time the 
affairs of the East Kentucky Conference 
devolved upon him, and he proved him- 
self equal to the task. While here in 
the Office he acted as typewriter for the 


Mission, and was never “found want- 


ing in this capacity. He leaves a h 
of friends in the South, and we would 
cite our many readers, and his acquaint- 
ances, to the letter he wrote just before 
his departure, as will be found in this 
issue. He left on Wednesday, Sept. 
26th, in company with Elder F. N. Bleak, 
of the Florida Conference. 


A Brave Little Eight ver Old. 


New York Evening Journal. 

Maria Santello, 8 years old, with the 
utmost bravery and coolness, prevented a 
frightful disaster to the Chicago express 
on the Lehigh Valley railroad last Sat- 
urday. 

The 2 frail 5 saved the pas- 
sengers on the throwing a tie 
from its track. Her — — sa ved 
her own life, too, for she stopped be- 
tween the ties over a narrow, shallow 
brook. But she grasped the rail, not the 
ties, and the locomotive wheels cut off 
her hands. She was quickly taken from 
the brook by two men. . 

As she lay fainting, wounded, dripping, 
Engineer Thurston, of the express, told 
the passengers how much they owed to 
her. They could not pay that, but Wm. 
S. Stewart, of Cleveland, took off his 
hat, dropped a ten-dollar bill in it, and 
passed around the hat. Miss Stella J. 
Sutton, of Oswego, gave à five-dollar 
gold piece; the grateful passengers con- 
tributed $65, while the women kissed 
Maria and the men patted her head and 
told her what a fine girl she was. 

A surgeon amputated her right hand 
and all the fingers on her left hand. She 
will recover, a cripple. 
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or his parents, that he was born blind!“ 
(John 9:2) is a fitting conclusion to this 
subject. From this it is plainly seen that 
to ve 
inte 
and real. So are we all; our spirits came 
from God who ig our Father; with Him 
they lived in a primeval state, our first 
estate, as Jude says, and to His presence 
they will return when freed from this 
1 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
—äꝗä—ä—ͤũ —ẽ | | 
| 
| 
| i 
| | 
| 
| 
1117 | 
| 
‘ 
| | 
; 
~ 


- 
ãlß 


THE SOUTHERN STAR. 


| 


SALVATION FOR THE LIVING AND THE DEAD. 


Liberality of the “Mormon” Faith—A Discourse by Charles W. Penrose, Delivered in 
‘the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday Afternoon, August 19, 1900. | 


(Continued from page 351.) 


That is the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 
revealed to the Latter-day Saints. That 
is the el in which we delight. Sal- 
vation! Oh, the joyful sound! We do 
not wish to condemn; we do not wish to 
injure; we do not wish to curse; we do 
not wish to revile our enemies. We are 
glad in the thought that even those who 
revile us, and persecute us, and say all 
manner of evil against us falsely for 
Christ’s sake, will some day or other un- 
derstand the truth as it is; and we hope, 
as instruments in the hands of God, that 
we will peradventure be chosen to hel 
them out of darkness, out of despair an 

ment, when they have paid their 
ues, because the authority that God has 
revealed continues and abides. It seals 
on earth and it is sealed in heaven. It 


need enlightenment— Christians, pa- 
gans heathens, all races, all tribes, all 
tongues. The work of the servants of 
is to them in the spirit as well as 
to men in the flesh. They are to preach 
the Gospel to every creature, and the 
sound thereof will go to the uttermost 
bounds of the spiritual world as well as 
to the natural world; and every immortal 
spirit, son or daughter of the great Eter- 
nal Father, will have an opportunity to 
bow the knee and accept the truth. 


Different Degrees of Glory. 

But they will not all be saved in the 
same degree of glory. That would be 
unjust. God is just as well as merciful. 
His mercy balances with His justice, 
and His justice with His mercy. One 
will not rob the other. There are eter- 
nal principles from which even_He can- 


not swerve and still be God. d must 
govern Himself by the eternal principles 
of right. This He teaches to His chil- 


dren, and so far as we conform to that, 
so far will be our power, our glory, our 
oy and our exaltation in worlds to come. 
e Gospel is preached to men and wom- 
en in the flesh; and if they repent, and 
are baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, by 
one having divine authority, and receive 
the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands 
as a gift of God to enlighten their minds 
and guide them into all truth, and they 
abide in it and are really baptized into 
Christ, then when Christ appears in His 
lory they will be with Him, and be num- 
— as His jewels. They will be 
“Christ's at His coming.” They, will 
have part in the first ‘resurrection. They 
will be clothed with glory, immortality 
and eternal life. They will dwell in the 
nce of the Father and of the Son 
orever. ‘They will be crowned with the 
power of His might. Those who belong to 
them, if also faithful, will share this 
glory with them—the husband with the 
wife, the parents with the children. The 
beginning of their glory will be the foun- 
dation of their family government, un- 
der their Eternal Father, for ever and 
ever: and their increase in numbers, in 
power, in might, in dominion, in intelli- 
nce, in everlasting progress, in all that 

s good and beautiful and happifying, 
whit have no end. This is in the celestial 
glory—the glory that is typified by the 
sun. Then there are others who receive 
not the Gospel of Christ in the flesh, but 
afterwards receive it in the spirit; they 
will receive a terrestrial glory, typified 
by the moon. There will be millions of 
heathen nations, who knew not God on 
the earth, but who will receive the truth 
in the other world, and they will inherit 
a glory of the kind that I have briefly 


alluded to. Then there is a vast number, 
which cannot be counted by mortal man, 
who will be thrust down to N 
Justice will claim its own. me will be 
beaten by a few stripes, and some by 
many stripes. Some will be forgiven in 
the next world for sins that they did not 
repent of in this world, and others. may 
have to pay “the uttermost farthing.” 
Eternal * will deal out to ev 
soul that which should be his; for all 
shall be judged according to their works. 
But through the power of the atonement 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, when they are 
willing to accept it and conform to the 
| eon les of eternal life, they will be 
brought out of their punish 


the stars; as one star differs from 

another star in glory, so also will be 

their several conditions. 
Eternal justice and eternal mercy will 


each rate in every individual case, 1 
brighter and more glorious, and 

with Him in His . and glorious “1 

poses concerning His children. 


and a 


ust and righteous judge will dea 
out that which a to all. 


He will 


are others who have environments around 
them which almost impel them to do that 
which is evil. 
this, and judge accordingly. e will deal 
out to every man as his works shall be, 
and according to the desires of his heart 
and his efforts to do good or to do evil. 
He who wilfully does evil will reap evil. 
There is an eternal law of compensation 
which God cannot turn aside and be God. 
Every tree will bring forth of its own 
fruit. Every seed will bear of its kind. 
He that sows to the flesh shall of the 
flesh reap corruption; but he that sows to 
= 8 ir t shall of the Spirit reap life 
eternal. 


Liberality of the Gospel. 


This, I think, is a very liberal Gospel. 
But we do not claim credit for it, my 
friends. This was not invented by the 
boy Prophet, Joseph Smith, who was 
proclaimed an ga teary a fool, an id- 
lot, a knave. o, he did not invent this 
beautiful doctrine that 1 have been briefly 
proclaiming this afternoon. It was re- 
vealed from on high. It came by the 
voice of God from the eternal heavens. 
It is too for a man to originate. 
It is Godlike; it is Christlike; it is broad, 
beautiful and grand. It reaches the 
whole of the human race, from Adam, 
our father, down to the last person born 


on this globe. The heathen the “Chris- 
tian, the Jew, the en, the Moham- 
edan, the infidel, the skeptic, the agnosti 


all people, all races, all tongues 
tribes—all shall hear the ; ve 
ear shall tingle with the sound thereo?. 
Some may say, how can an ear tingle in 
the spirit — friends, perhaps you do 
not know much about these — that 
are called spiritual. The spirit of man 
is an entity, a personality, a substance. 
It is not a mere myth, a breath. True, 
it is a more refined substance than that 
which composes our body, so much 80 
that we cannot comprehend it in our 
present condition. But when the spirit 
oes out of the body it is an indivi ; 
n the shape and form of the body, be- 
cause the body is conformed to the spirit. 
Sometimes the spirit is temporarily con- 
formed to the body in deformed persons; 
but these are exceptional cases. The 
apirit of man js a son of God, made in 


His image and likeness. Jesus was the 


the truth. And, thank 


ment and sor- They 
it, if the 


That 2 is called the glory of | 

them all 
‘verse, where 
they can fill the measure of 


God will comprehend all 


3 likeness of the Father and we 
e is the 


naturally 

tate on this globe toward the 

center thereof. It will be so in the 

itual world; for earthly are 

the pattern of heavénly Thus 

each individual will have an opportunity 

at some time of he and receiving 
we have the 


assurance that the time will come 
the great mass of the human family will 

ern ather an 

the Elder Brother, as their Redeemer. 
receive the in the 
did not in the flesh; and then 
they will be judged according to their 
works. The Father will find a place for 
somewhere in His great uni- 
they can be happy, where 
crea- 


can progress forever, 


tion, where the 
more, become 


earn more an 


This is the Gospel of Ohrist as we 
understand it. Now contrast that, m 
dear friends, for a moment, with the — 4 
= that is commonly taught in the 

hristian world by 5 who we 
are illiberal. What dot “Tf 
you do not believe in Jesus Christ while 
you dwell in the flesh, when you die you 
will go to hell.” What is hell? It is 
a pees of burning torment, where you 
will welter in misery so great that no 
tongue can tell it, forever and forever, 
and there will be no end to it.” And 
some of them will tell you that God, be- 
fore the foundations of the earth, in the 
very beginning, chose a few out of the 
rubbish of nature to be saved and exalted 
to His divine ory an e rest were 
doomed to everlasting condemnation and 
ceaseless misery in flames and tormen 
with the devil and his angels. Which is 
the more liberal doctrine of the two? 


“Everlasting Punishment.’ 


But what about this everlas pun- 
ishment?’’ Does not the Bible ever- 
lasting punishment? Yes. If I had time 
I would read something from Section 19 
of this Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
in regard to that; but I will briefly al- 
lude to it. The Lord revealed to J 


it forever. Bach individual will receive 
of that punishment that which eternal 
ustice will mark out as his due. To il- 
ustrate it in a simple way: Here we 
have a penitentiary. Some men go in 
there for six months and when their time 


He is en 
are eternal. is 
t is eternal. But He is just. 
and He will give to all who disobey His 
of eternal 
7 ought to have, but no 
They will be judged “ to 
If sou f are worthy of but. 
few stripes, they will not have poor 9 11 
they are worthy of many, they not 
get off with a few. If they ought to 
the uttermost farthing” without being : 
forgiven, they will have to pay it. If 


‘there are circumstances in 


which warrant forgiveness after a. cer- 
tain amount of punishment, the Lord will! 


forgive them and deliver them. 


expres 
oldest, the beginning of the creation of 
e and “the only begotten” in 
the flesh. When the Bee leaves the 
| body, there is an individual, capable of 
progress, capable of hearing, capable of 
receiving or rejecting, an individual with 
to do evil. And these spirits be 
gathered together in classes. Each spirit 
when it leaves the body, will gravitate to 
row, anc ney W i be p : 
of suited to their capacity anu col, 
dition. 
3 oes not depart the J. e men 
whom God has called in this generation 
3 to labor in His cause, when ey die and 
ay their bodies down, like their Great E 
3 aster will go into the spirit world, 
5 where there are myriads of le who 
will judge according to justice 
* eousness and according to the motives 
a and intents of the hearts of the children 
d of men. Men strive to do right some- 
times and fail. God will judge them ac- 
cordingly. ‘There are people born with 
; certain tendencies and proclivities; there 
Smith that “eternal punishment is . 
3 because God is eternal. 
o meaning of that is this: An eternal 
Being, having eternal laws, has also eter- 
nal penalties; and those who will not 
obey the laws niust suffer the penalties. 
The penalty will abide forever, because 
1 it is eternal: but a man will not suffer 
| tiary still remains. So with the udg- 
| 


THE SOUTHERN STAR. 


Work in the Spirit World. 
The organization of His Church is for 
the tion of the Gospel, not only 


in the flesh, but also in the spirit. The 
Church on earth is united with the 
Ch 1 veil. Prophet 
! Smith, who was martyred for the 
vv of God 88 of Jesus and 
who sealed his testimony with blood, 
. and his brother Hyrum, opened door 
of salvation to the t world for the 


the Al 
labor for the upl 
m 


it 
veil and 
departed 


last dispensation, as Christ opened it for 
the time that He went there. Our Apos- 
tles, Eiders and brethren who have fol. 


0 lowed, who have laid down their lives for 


the truth, who have been worn out in 
the service of God and in laboring for the 
ere am ‘the hos a rk- 
ness. We who remain 71 the som 
„„ s. done, 
to follow on; and the priesthood which 
mighty has-given us wherewith to 
ifting and salvation of 
ankind in the flesh, will be our author- 
and power when we pass behind the 
will be proached 
ac 
whether in body 
uick and the 
Christ preached the 1 t 
those were dead as 
uick, and we expect to follow 
according to His promise, He 


O 


that oe in me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than 
ene shall he do, because I go to the 
Father.” 
e outer 0 gs grea e 
salvation. ur Heavenly Father pre- 


— 


falecly. 


of 


 pidian 
east down with his 


men as 
He will 
hath the power of dea 


pb t out of darkness and 


they will all find a 


have joy.“ 


care that having received 
are led by 
to one another, and that we cherish 


of salvation before this 
being, before the corner- 
stones thereof were laid, yhen the morn 
stars sang together and all the son: 
shouted for i and when Jesus, 
our Elder Brother, e Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world,” was "re- 
pared for the sacrifice to come in the me 
of time. And Lucifer, who was 
tray, will not e ory 
not 

‘ „ an 
Christ will ‘destroy which the 
“ea have read to you, He 
44 that the Father hath 
placed in His powe His brothers 
End sisters. They in the spirit 8 
will all reach some ＋ age in 
laces red of e many 
— t there are in the Father's 
place, after 
they have the penalty, where they 
can bow nee to and be 

men are 

ee “God has created us to give us 

happiness and pleasure. | 
te us e 
My brethren 77 ike 


the spirit thereof and are kind 


rit of kindness to the world, even to 

ho ma and — 

aH manner of evil against us 
Do not cherish the spirit of re- 
and revenge in 


taliat our hearts. 
I wil 


Iw sh in my heart a feeling of 
sympathy and pity for them; but I know 
to the contrary. Many of them know 


ing that which is untrue. 


: ten we leave them in the hands of our 


ford to pity m; for they will reap the 
mees of their ked acts, as 


gure as the sun rises and sets, and as 


sure as justice will have its own. Let 
us be kind to one another. Let us help 
one another on the road of life, and be a 
comfort and a blessing to those with 
whom we associate, instead of a curse. 
Put away all our evil feelings, our jeal- 
ousies, our faultfinding, our irritability, 
our disposition to say and do things that 
are bad, and let the Spirit that comes 
from Christ our 
into our souls and quicken and enlighten 
us. I know that that Spirit is in the 


this Church is the Church of Christ, 
that He has established it, that He is 
with it, and that His revelations and His 
Spirit are in it. I know it by experience. 
I know what I am talking about, just 
as suse as I know that I am standin 
here. I know this work will prosper an 
go on. Barriers may be raised in its 
way; its enemies may come against it 
like a flood, and weapons may be formed 
to attack At: but “no 
formed against it shall prosper, and the 
tongue that rises in ju ent against it 
God will condemn.” e truth will be 
triumphant; the Gospel will be preached 
to every creature; the honest will be 
gathered out; the kingdom of our God 
will be built up; Ch our Redeemer 
will come; the earth will be redeemed 
from sorrow, from sin, and from the 
wer of Satan, and Jesus will “reign 
Mount Zion and Jerusalem, and be- 
fore His ancients gloriously,“ and a rich 
reward shall come to all those who are 
faithful in Him. 

May God help us to perform our part 
in this great and glorious work, and may 
we obtain the crown in the kingdom of 
our Father, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


AN INTERESTING LETTER. 


Written by Elder W. T. Davis to Good 
Friends in Kentucky. 


My Dear Friends—While it has been a 
long time since I have written you, do 
not for a moment believe it has been do 
long since I have remembered you. Sel- 
dom does a day pass without bringing to 
mind the many and much appreciated 
hospitalities you have shown me. No, I 


cannot forget those who minister to my 


wants and befriend me in times of trib- 
ulation. I often wonder if I shall ever 
be privileged to repay you for the kind- 
ness shown me. “A friend in need is a 
friend indeed,” said one of the poets, and 
it is verily true. Those who will befriend 
another when the world generally is in 
bitter opposition is truly a friend and can 
be depended on. 

In your letter to me, of some months 
ago, you said that you did not see why 
the people could not bear the sight of the 
Mormons. It is strange indeed, because 


the] none of them have seen or know from ac- 


tual experience the truth regarding the 
Latter-day Saints and their belief, mode 
of living, etc. Solomon has rightly said 
that whosoever judgeth a matter before 
he heareth it is not wise. Were all peo- 


th 
ple to be condemned on the testimonies 


of their accusers, how long would it be 
until there would be neither law or or- 
der? The time would be very limited 
when all the human family would be con- 
demned to death. Those who are so nar- 
row-minded as to believe every vile thing 
they hear of an individual and will not 
listen to anything good are in the hands 
of Satan and are filled with that spirit 
which rebels against truth and right. 
John, the Revelator, was shown, in 
vision, the war in heaven which the 
Devil and his followers waged against 
the Lord and His obedient children. From 
that date to the present there has exist- 
ed the same opposition. The spirit of 
hatred, malice, wrath, strife, murder, 


etc., is throughout the world. Those 


~ 


weapon that is. 


eemer flow down 


Church. I know it is a reality. I know 


who cherish such feelings and hold them 
against their brethren are in the gall of 
bitterness and in the bond of iniquity. 
‘Laey must repent and cherish the spirit 
of love, long-suffering, peace and good 
will, or they will never be able to dwell 
with God and the Saints who have gone 
before. “He that loveth not knoweth 
not God,” says the Scriptures. Jesus, 
our pattern in all things, has told us to 
love our enemies, to pray for those who 
despitefully use us and abuse us, and re- 
turn good for evil. Forgive those who 
do anything against you seventy times 
seven. Yes, we are commanded to for- 
give everybody, but God will forgive 
whom He will. Such are a few of the 
teachings of Christ, and who dare say 
they are His obedient children and hold 
malice, hatred and murder in their 
hearts? 

Of course we are commanded to judge 
no man, yet we may know them by their 
.fruits—actions. .“A pure fountain can- 
not send forth impure water.“ We 
know the feeling existing in the hearts 
of the people regarding this work, but 
like the Apostles of old we know of the 
Gospel and cannot keep silent. The Gos- 
pel has been revealed in its purity; we 
have received it freely and it must be 
delivered to the whole world without 
price. The Gospel is to ell mankind. 
whether rich or poor, bond or free, Jew 
or Gentile. We all stand ready to de 
fend the truth we bring. We declare in 
words of soberness, “The Gospel is 
true,” and it is with the Latter-day 
Saints pure and simple. Who will dis- 
prove the declaration? For the past 
seventy years Mormonism has gone 
through the most scrutinizing examina- 
tions, everybody has gazed upon its doc- 
trines, the ministers have tried to tear 
it down by strong reasoning and Scrip- 
ture, but what a miserable failure they 
have met. It is true, and the false tra-. 
ditions of nations, no matter how much 
cherished, cannot pull it down. = 

Not wishing to cast any reflection on 
the religions of the world, but just to ex- 
amine them and compare them with the 
Bible—their rule of faith and practice— 
to show how far from the Word of God 
they have departed. Jesus came into 
mortality 1900 years ago and gave the 
children of men certain laws and ordi- 
nances which they were to follow, prom- 
ising the obedient blessings. Paul tells 
us that the first principles and ordinances 
of the Gospel are faith, repentance, bap- 
tism and the laying on of hands. (Hel. 
vi.:1-2.) The New Testament is replete 
with proofs of the above, hence we will 
pass on. Jesus gave us gifts and bless 
ings; the speaking in tongues, prophesy- 
ing, healings, casting out of devils and 
many others, all to be with the Saints. 
Wherever the Gospel was in its purity 
there would the blessings be also. He 
also placed Apostles, Prophets, etc., in 
the church for its perfection and that the 
church might be edified. Jesus said, “If 
ye are not one ye are not mine.” Solo- 
mon said, “Where there is no vision the 
people perish.” Amos has told us that 
the Lord God would do nothing save He 
revealeth His secrets to His servanta— 
the prophets. Paul exhorts the Corin- 
thians to desire spiritual gifts, but rath- 
er, or above them all, desire to prophesy. 

Ask the ministers if they believe in 
prophets today, and the answer will be, 
No. Do you believe in the gifts and blesas- 
ings enjoyed by the early Christians? 
They answer in the negative. Ask them 
why their churches have not the founda- 
tion laid down by Jesus, which is Apos- 


tles and Prophets. They were to remain 
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the Lord.” It is not for us to take ve | 
- ‘geance, Let us entertain the kindest | 
feelings we can, Where it is appropri- | 
ate, let us say as Jesus did, “Father, for- : 
give them; they know not what they do.” | 
: Oh! I wish that I could say that with | 
regard to some of those who speak evil | 
of that know not what they do; | 
what are doing: and when they | 
speak falsely against us they do it wil- 
3 they are 
| i 
| 
| 


